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   Metropolitan Fire Chiefs Association Business Meeting Minutes 
Thursday February 3, 2022 – 12:00 p.m. 

Empress Banquets- 200 East Lake St., Addison, IL 
 
 

1. Call to Order – President Christian called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon on February 3, 2022. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance – President Christian led the attendees in the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 

3. Roll Call – (Minimum of 20 members plus President or VP for a quorum) – Based on the attendance sheets, 
President Christian confirmed that a quorum was present. 

4. Introduction of Sponsor & Guests – President Christian introduced Retired Chief Mike Falese, who was 
the meeting’s guest speaker. 

5. Secretary’s Report – Secretary Wax presented the minutes of the November 4, 2021 and December 2, 2021 
brief business meeting as part of the Installation Luncheon.  

a. A motion was made to approve the November 4, 2021 meeting minutes as presented. 
Motion: Beach Park FD Second: Alsip FD Voice Vote: Unanimous 

b. A motion was made to approve the December 2, 2021 meeting minutes as presented. 
Motion: Winfield FD Second: Villa Park FD Voice Vote: Unanimous 

6. Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Deegan presented the Treasurer’s Report, which reflected the following: 

a. An 11/3/2021 fund balance of $51,400.80 and listed revenues and expenditures netting a $5,051.28 
decrease, resulting in a 2/2/2022 fund balance of $46,349.52.   

b. 2/2/2022 account balances of $45,479.38 in the MB Financial Bank account, $820.14 in PayPal, and 
$50.00 in Petty Cash, for a total of $46,349.52. 

c. A final 2021 budget report per line item.  The year-end totals reflect $18,060.73 expenditures-over-
revenues, which reflects positively compared to the $37,985.00 expenditures-over-revenues budgeted for 
2021. 

A motion was made to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. 
Motion: Hoffman Estates FD Second: Beach Park FD Voice Vote: Unanimous 

Treasurer Deegan also reported that the proposed 2022 Budget will be presented at the next meeting (on 
March 3, 2022, prior to the Symposium) after Executive Board vote.  He also advised that members should 
have received their 2022 dues notices by email. 

7. Reading of Communications – None 

8. President’s Report – President Christian reported the following: 

a. Realignment of the Executive Board and new Member Appointments – In response to the passing of 1st 
Vice President Brad Liggett and the retirement of Director Randy Deicke, President Christian is making 
the following Executive Board appointments: 

i. 2nd VP Steve Evans (Winfield FPD) is appointed to 1st Vice President 

ii. Director Steve Wascher (South Elgin & Countryside FPD) is appointed to 2nd VP 

iii. Retiring Director Deicke is appointed as a Sergeant-at-Arms and will continue as Chairperson of 
the Directory/Website Committee 

iv. Warrenville FPD Chief Andy Dina is appointed as a Director 

v. Pleasantview FPD Chief Steve Norvilas is appointed as a Director 
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President Christian thanked these members for stepping-up to these new positions.  He also noted that 
there is still a Director’s position open, and he asked that anyone who may be interested in the position 
let him know. 

b. Chief Brad Liggett IFCA Foundation Scholarship – President Christian spoke of 1st VP Liggett’s passing 
and his contributions to the organization and fire service.  President Christian advised that the Executive 
Board authorized the Metropolitan Fire Chiefs Association sponsorship of a $1,000 IAFC Foundation 
scholarship in Chief Liggett’s memory. 

9. Committee Reports 
a. Administrative Professionals Recognition Luncheon – Chairperson Kenny reported that the event date is 

April 7, 2022.  More information will be forthcoming. 

b. Audit – Co-Chairperson Swanson reported that the committee will meet in February to conduct the audit, 
and will issue a report upon its completion. 

c. By-Laws – Secretary Wax reported that some proposed changes to the By-Laws will be forthcoming at 
a future membership meeting. 

d. Directory/Website – Chairperson Deicke reported that, with his retirement and use of his non-
departmental computer and iPad, there have been some glitches that caused duplicate emails to be sent.  
This situation should be rectified soon. 

e. Fundraising – Treasurer Deegan reported that the annual IFCA Foundation Golf outing will be returning 
to St. Andrews Country Club in West Chicago on Wednesday, July 13, 2022.  He also reported that there 
will be another fishing outing scheduled, this time with an afternoon time slot.  Members should check 
the IFCA Hotsheet and other notices for more information. 

f. Home Day – The committee is starting to plan for the event in June. 

g. IFCA/Legislation – Chairperson Styczynski reported the following: 

i. IFCA Foundation scholarship applications are due to be submitted by 3/15/2022. 

ii. Company Fire Officer (CoFO) and Advanced Fire Officer (AdFO) classes are open. 

iii. The Chief Fire Officer (CFO) program is going through a complete reconstruction in collaboration 
with the IFCA, OSFM, and IFSI. 

iv. There is a new partnership with the Illinois Pipeline Emergency Response Committee that will lead 
to training and grant opportunities. 

v. The Illinois Fire Chiefs Association and Illinois Association of Fire Protection Districts have 
reached a preliminary agreement to combine their annual conferences starting in June of 2023.  
Discussion and planning are continuing, and more information will be provided. 

vi. Legislative Committee Chairman John Buckley reported the following: 

1. The Spring Legislative session  has started, and it is a condensed session due to end in April.  
The deadline to submit bills has passed.  Bills should be assigned to committees by February 
4th, with hearings coming next month.   

2. The proposed Foreign Fire Insurance Board legislation (SB1571) is not good for fire chiefs, so 
the IFCA is intervening. 

3. The IFCA has proposed several bills, mostly related to volunteer fire department interests. 

4. There is some pension legislation proposed, but most may not move except for the proposed 
change of the 90% fully-funded date requirement to be changed from 2040 to 2050 for actuarial 
calculations. 

5. There is a new sponsor for re-introduced fireworks legislation that did not pass last session.  
The IFCA and its lobbyist is fighting the proposal. 
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h. Sick & Welfare – Chairperson Kenny asked all members to let her know if they hear of news about which 
the committee should be aware. 

i. Symposium – Co-Chairpersons Evans and Wax distributed flyers for the March 3, 2022 Symposium.  
Online registration is recommended.  Sign-in and breakfast is at 8:00, followed by a short business 
meeting to approve the 2022 Budget at 8:30, followed by the Symposium at 8:45. 

10. Association Updates – None 

11. Unfinished Business – None 

12. New Business – None 

13. Open Discussion – None 

14. Future Meetings – President Christian noted the following upcoming meetings: 

a. Symposium – Thursday March 3, 2022 

b. Administrative Professionals Recognition Luncheon – Thursday April 7, 2022 

c. Next General Meeting – Thursday May 6, 2022 (note this meeting was added from the previously-
published schedule) 

15. Adjournment  

Motion: Alsip FD Second: South Elgin & Countryside FPD Voice Vote: Unanimous 

The business portion of the meeting adjourned at 12:16 p.m., at which time Chief Falese gave a presentation 
about the Firefighters Memorial Plaza being constructed adjacent to the Elgin Fire Museum (old fire Station 
5) at 533 St. Charles St in Elgin – dedicated to memorializing all Illinois Firefighter line-of duty deaths.  A 
two-page flyer related to the Memorial Plaza is attached to these minutes. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Alan Wax, Secretary 






